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Icebreaker Question #1

In what way is the desire to be 
like the people around us more 
of a hindrance than a help to 

our spiritual lives?



Icebreaker Question #2

How should Christians relate
with unbelievers?



THEOCRACY – God’s government – God’s laws 
govern their lives. (Prophets, Judges)

MONARCHY – A person has supreme control, or a 
head of state (North Korea, Iran)

REPUBLIC – Leaders are chosen to govern for us (USA)

COMMUNIST – System of select few rule over people 
who have no voice

GOVERNANCE



REJECTION

Samuel took 
it personal.

01
They united 
against 
Samuel.

02
They 
provided 
the solution 
they 
wanted.

03

Rejection is personal to the person on the receiving end 



ASSOCIATION
BRINGS

ASSIMILATION

With 
Assimilation…

God’s Way is Traded
for the World’s Way

People Lose Their Identity

People are No Longer Special 
(Unique)

People Follow the Cultural Norms 
– Popular Ideas



DISSATISFACTION

REASON EXCUSE

Israel wanted to be like
other nations

Samuel was old

Problems should not
be ignored

Samuel’s sons were 
immoral



BITING THE HAND THAT FEEDS YOU

3. Popular opinion does not qualify as consulting God.

2. We must seek God for solutions, not our own ideas.

1. I want the benefits, but I don’t want to follow the requirements.

Continued…



BITING THE HAND THAT FEEDS YOU

6. Desiring or following ungodly ways is never approved by God, 
but He will allow us to get what we think is our way.

5. They were warned against doing. God knew their hearts  would 
not be satisfied until they got what they wanted.

4. Because God allows something,
does not mean that He approves.



All That Glitters Is Not Gold

Saul had the LOOK 
but lacked the 

HEART.



What happens when Jesus is only 
Savior and not Lord/King?

uHe is no longer our first priority.

uWe make decisions without consulting 
God.

uWe may look for easy quick resolutions.



LESSON 
NUGGET

It is possible to be faithful in 
ministry and yet close your 
life in disappointment. This is 
what happened to Samuel. 
He was disappointed in his 
sons. They were not able to 
carry on their father’s ministry 
because they did not follow 
their father’s godly example. 

Continued…



LESSON 
NUGGET

They yielded to the lusts of 
the flesh (1 Samuel 2:12-17). 
Samuel was also 
disappointed in the nation, 
for they wanted a king. They 
used Samuel’s sons as their 
excuse, but the real reason 
was their lack of faith in 
God. 

Continued…



LESSON 
NUGGET

Much that Samuel worked 
for and prayed for seems to 
have turned out differently 
from what he expected, 
and yet he remained 
faithful to the Lord to the 
end. Leaders who are 
faithful to God may not 
always appear successful to 
men.





David Anointed as King
1 Samuel 16:1-13
ICEBREAKER QUESTIONS:

1. What qualities should we look for in our 
leaders, particularly in the church?

2. What do you learn from situations in 
which you were passed over for 
promotion or other position of authority?

NEXT WEEK’S LESSON



Thank You
for Attending
Christian 
Development


